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GOAL I:  TO DEVELOP OUR STUDENTS’ CAPACITIES TO CREATE, IMAGINE, AND 

AFFECT THE WORLD:  WE WILL INVEST IN PROGRAMS AND EDUCATIONAL STRATEGIES 
THAT DEVELOP OUR STUDENTS’ CAPACITIES TO ACHIEVE AND DEMONSTRATE EXCELLENCE AS 
ENGAGED, CREATIVE, AND INTEGRATIVE LEARNERS.  As we embark on the next decade of Skidmore’s journey, we steadfastly continue to believe in the intellectually rigorous and transformative potential of a Skidmore education. We are committed to creating a distinctive educational environment in which students encounter varying ways of thinking and knowing, and novel ways of relating to one another and to the world.  If we are successful, students will emerge from their Skidmore experience more knowledgeable, more intellectually humble, and more capable of developing the habits of mind that sustain life-long learning and allow for informed decision-making.  The notion that creative thought matters is embedded in Skidmore’s institutional DNA.  The Frances Young Tang Teaching Museum and Art Gallery, for example, has provided numerous examples through its interdisciplinary exhibits.  Creativity is manifested throughout the design of the Center for Integrative Sciences and, most especially, in the curricular 
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14decision-making processes themselves. Visibly modeling how to make such institutional decisions will demonstrate the skills, knowledge, and complex considerations necessary for making enlightened decisions and help promote more sustainability-oriented behavior in people’s lives, most especially our students’ lives. In other words, we have a significant opportunity to leverage our efforts to create a deep living and learning environment around sustainability on campus; the changes we – students, staff, faculty, administrators, and alumni –help make on our campus will be carried forward to the various communities in which we live.   Sustainability-related efforts already permeate the curriculum as well, and, as we have already experienced, there is a rich feedback loop inherent in our sustainability work. Often ideas that are developed in our sustainability-related courses feed changes to our campus operations, and modifications to our campus often serve as case studies and research opportunities for our courses, hence fostering curricular and pedagogical innovation.  It should come as no surprise then that the lines between student experie
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16                                                                                                                                                                            4 AAC&U definition.  See also “Interrogating Integrative Learning” in Peer Review, vol. 16, no. 4 (Fall 2014-Winter 2015). 5 See, for example, Martha Craven Nussbaum, Cultivating Humanity: A Classical Defense of Reform in Liberal 
Education (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1997) and Not For Profit: Why Democracy Needs the Humanities (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2010). 6 As part of our Creative Community Conversations, we will also c


