Skidmore College
SustainableConstruction and RenovationPolicy
First Adoptedviarch 5, 2021,Revised May 10, 2024

Purpose

Skidmorewill continueto investin buildingsandotherinfrastructurdo meetour community’sneeds
andachieveour aspirationsHowever,we alsoacknowledgehat campusgrowthmayappeato beat

odds with our commitment to sustainability. As we continue to develop campus and pursue projects
thatarecritical to enhancinga high-quality collegeexperienceywe mustdo soin awaythatmitigates

the negative environmental, social, and economic impacts of constructing and operating new
infrastructure.

The Sustainable Construction and Renovation Policy informs decisions regardirdgedige,
construction, and operation of our future built environment. The policy specifies both required and
discretionary guidelines. This flexibility allows Skidmore to make strategic;diat@n decisions that
balance sustainable infrastture investments with budgetary limitations. The standards and guidelines
outlined will guarantee that future campus development aligns with our institutional watligsing
healthandwell-



l. Policy for new construction

All new constructionshallbe built to Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LESHRgr
standardsit a minimum, following théatestadoptedLEED rating system New construction projects

over $5 million nust be LEEDRcertified, while new construction projects under $5 million are not eebjiair
pursue certificatiolout mustaddress all relevant LEED Building Design and Construction prerequisites and
publicly report probalelLEED points In addition to followingLEED standardsall new construction

shall meet the guidelines and standards listed in section lll, Policy for All Projects. Project teams
should also investigate the feasibility of any applicable discretionary strategies outlined in section 1V,
Discretionary Strategies for All Construction and Renovation Projects.

Il. Policy for renovations over $2million

All renovatiorprojectsover $2million shallbebuilt to LEED Silver standards at a minimum but are
not required to become LEEEertified. These projects will publicly repart probabEEED points.
These projects must address all relevant LEED Building Desigi@anstruction prerequisites and
shall meet the guidelines and standards listed in section Ill, Policy fdréjicts. Projecteams
should also investigatihe feasibility of applicable discretionary strategies outlined in section IV,
Discretionary Strategies for All Construction and Renovation Projects.

[l. Policy for all projects
All projects, regardless of scale, or that utilize or replace any of the materials or components listed

below, shall adhere to the following standards and criteria:

A. ClimateandEnergy

1. Utilize only LED lighting in all campus applications.

2. Utilize occupancy sensons all classroomsndoffices.

3. Permanenbr semipermanent appliances shall be Energy STAR certified or retain similar
energy certification.

4. Conduct a 75«arwhole building life cyclecostanalysis(LCCA) and life cyde assessment
(LCA) for all new construction, includinggreed uporproject design alternativesjsing
approved software@n major mechanicagénergyelectrical,envelopeand plumbing systems pe



greenhouse gas emissions.
5. Install building



V. Discretionary strategiesfor all construction and



Appendix A: LEED Checklist

The currenBuilding Design and Construction version (v4.1 and other rating systems, datérias
DesignandConstruction and Operations aM@intenance) can be foundwsgbc.org/leedThe U.S.
Green Building Council is scheduled to launch LEED v5 in 2025.

LEED v4.1 Building Design an@onstruction (current as of 04.26.2021).
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Appendix B: Definitions and Standards
The following standardare current to LEED v4.and/or as designated by Skidmore. Standards
should be reviewed and updated in alignment with LEED rating system version updates.

Heating Efficiency Standards:
x Campus buildings shall achieve an average annual heating efficiency rate that aligns with
LEED guidelinesandcontributedo our progressowardEnergyGoal Four: 60% reductiom
energy use for heating and cooling per student and square foot of the @B . &ampus
Sustainability Plan, or any updated version.
Electrical Efficiency Standards
x Campus buildings shall achieve an average annual electrical efficiency rate that aligns with
LEED guidelines and contributes to our progress toward Energy Goal Five: maintain
electricity use per studeand square foot of tHg0152025 Campus Sustainability Plan, or
any updated version.
Electrical efficiency should account for both process energy (computers, office equipment,
washers/dryerglevatorskitchenappliancesetc.)andnonprocessor reguléed energy(HVAC,
lighting, hot water heating, etc.).
Water UseEfficiency Standards:
X Toilet: 1.28 gallons pdtush (gpf) anddualflush whenpossible.
Urinal: 0.8gpf
Publiclavatoryfaucet:0.4 gallons peminute(gpm)
Privatelavatoryfaucet:1.75gpm
Kitchenfaucet:1.75gpm
Showerhead: gpm
ResidentiatlotheswasherEnergySTAR or performancesquivalent
CommerciaklotheswasherEnergy STAR or performance equivalent
ResidentiabishwasherEnergySTAR or performancesquivalent
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